Entrepreneurs and Swedes in general on policies for entrepreneurship: the Government should do more; the present Government has a better attitude to entrepreneurs than the former one, but they have not yet delivered in line with their attitude and general expectations
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Background

This is a summary of opinion polls commissioned by the New Welfare Foundation on three different occasions:

· In February 2006 about the importance that Swedes attach to policies for a better climate for entrepreneurship

· In September 2006, after elections brought a new centre-right Government into power, on expectations among the population in general about policies towards entrepreneurs

· In March 2007 on the attitude towards entrepreneurs of the present Government and on what they have delivered so far; this poll was aimed at entrepreneurs rather than the population in general

· In April 2007 on whether the new Government has delivered according to expectations
More should be done for entrepreneurs

Traditionally, and probably for historical reasons, there has been wide-spread resentment towards entrepreneurs among the population in general and, particularly, in the labor movement ,whose views dominated the political debate for many decades after the second World War. Among entrepreneurs themselves, there is a lingering feeling that those days are not yet over. (Pay attention to how entrepreneurs respond to the statement that “ordinary people understand what it is like to be an entrepreneur and have a positive attitude to entrepreneurs”. Less than half of them agree with the statement.)

However, over the latest decade or perhaps decades, there has been a change of mind. Even left wing politicians pay lip service to the cult of entrepreneurs and talk about entrepreneurs as “the heroes of our times” (not necessarily doing anything about it, though). An opinion poll was carried out in February 2006 to find out how deeply these new ideas have trickled into the minds of the Swedish population in general.

Two questions were asked in the poll. The first one was “Do you think it is important to improve the climate for entrepreneurship in Sweden?” These were the answers (which do not add up to one hundred per cent since a few people did not provide an answer).



Per cent

Very important
56

Quite important
38

Not very important
4

Not important at all
1

Obviously, there is a solid demand for improvements for entrepreneurs among the Swedish population. Certain groups wish this more ardently than others. For example, among people with a university exam, 62 per cent answer “very important” and the corresponding figure for members of SACO, a white collar union, is 67 per cent,  inhabitants of Stockholm 62 per cent, and sympathisers of the Moderate (conservative) party 73 per cent.

However, the question may be flawed. If it is true, as some argue, that Swedes have a tendency to resent the rich and those who have large incomes, maybe in reality people want entrepreneurs to have an easier life only as long as it does not make them wealthy. To find out if this is the case, a second question was asked: “Do you think the climate for entrepreneurship should be improved even if it may lead to entrepreneurs making more money?”. These were the answers.



Per cent

Yes, absolutely
47

Yes, maybe

27

Unsure

18

No, probably not
4

No, absolutely not
4

This time, the support for entrepreneurs was less massive but yet impressive, since a full 74 per cent answered in the affirmative even though the wording of the question was intended to provoke a negative answer.

In conclusion, Swedes seem to eagerly want a better climate for entrepreneurship.

Expecting the new Government to deliver

The electorate wants better conditions for entrepreneurs. But does the electorate expect the new Government to deliver? Immediately after the election in September 2006, the following question was asked: “What do you think? Will the new centre-right Government improve or worsen the climate for entrepreneurship in Sweden? Or will there be no change?” These are the answers.



Per cent

Great improvements
15

Some improvements
55

No change

23

Some worsening
5

Great worsening
1

Great on attitudes, weaker on delivery

In the spring of 2007, the new Government had ruled the country for six months.  There had been time for Swedish entrepreneurs and the Swedish public in general to form an opinion on the attitudes and the actions of the Government. 

Entrepreneurs

In March 2007 two statements were presented to Swedish entrepreneurs for their assessment. 

The first statement was: “The present right-centre Government is more positive, understanding and supportive of entrepreneurs compared to the former social democratic Government.” These are the reactions.



Per cent



Agree completely
34

Agree partly

41

Disagree partly
17

Disagree completely
8

After six months, entrepreneurs seem thoroughly convinced that this is a Government for them, at least in word and thought. 

There are, however, noticable differences between different kinds of entrepreneurs. Owners and leaders of larger companies and entrepreneurs in metropolitan areas are more likely to agree with the statement.  Among business leaders with up to nine employees 74 per cent agree completely or partly, whereas the corresponding figure for leaders with more than 50 employees is 90 per cent. Likewise, metropolitan entrepreneurs agree to 84 per cent, but entrepreneurs in non metropolitan areas agree to 69 per cent.

But how about real political actions? This statement was presented for assessment: “The present right-centre Government has taken strong action in order to create a better business climate.” Entrepreneurs answer as follows.

Per cent



Agree completely
13

Agree partly

51

Disagree partly
21

Disagree completely
14

The entrepreneurs do not seem to feel that the actions of the Government are quite up to its attitudes.  In this case, there are no appreciable differences between different kinds of entrepreneurs.

Swedes in general

In April 2007, seven months after the Swedes had been asked about their expectations regarding policies for entrepreneurs from the new Government, the Swedes were asked:

· if the new Government had in fact improved or worsened the condition of entrepreneurs or if there had been no change and

· if they expected improvements or worsenings during the remaining three years until the elections in 2010.

The results were as follows (those not answering are not included).

Expectations

Delivery
         Expectations

(copied from 
after seven
         for remaining

above)

months
         term

per cent

per cent
         per cent

Great improvements
15

6
         15

Some improvements
55 

34
         45

No change

23

40
         21

Some worsening
5

11
         9

Great worsening
1

7
         9

Conclusion

The Swedes want the Government to do more to improve the climate for entrepreneurship. They had thought the Government would have done more by now, but they still have faith that improvements for entrepreneurs will come before next election.
